COUNTY OF YORK

MEMORANDUM
DATE: Jduly 3,2001 (BOS Mtg. 7/17/01)
TO: Y ork County Board of Supervisors

FROM: James O. McReynalds, County Adminigtrator
SUBJECT: Reolutionto Approve Arts Funding

Background and Process

The York County Board of Supervisors esablished an Arts Commission in 1989.  Prior to thet time
the Board itsdf had reviewed funding requests and mede decisons on smdl grantsin support of the arts
Although the individud grants are very samdl, the Board hed a srong commitment to the arts and
recognized the importance of encouraging culturd programming for York's dtizens  As the ats
community grew and requests multiplied, it became goparant thet the Board needed an organized
method of addressing this funding process. This was a0 seen as an opportunity to involve dtizensin
thework of County government.

The Commisson was edablished with an expectation that dtizen representatives, interested in the arts,
would be well equipped to undersand the needs and functions of arts organizations and dso to assure
that funding was directed to those activities that would benefit County resdents.  The Board gppoints
fivemembersa-large. At presant they arel

Joyce Adhton

Kathleen Herbert

BarbaraHenry

Gregory McCarthy

SelaMyers
The Community Services Department, through the Divison of Parks & Recredtion, supports the Arts
Commisson. Mdly Neder, Recregtion Supervisor, serves as gaff liason.

During the annud budget cyde, the Board of Supervisors congders the availability of funding thet can
be devoted to supporting the locd arts organizations. For FY2002, the Board of Supervisors
aopropricted $652,900. Additiondly, the County is cusomarily able to secure grant funding from the
Commonwedth. The maximum grant amount is $5,000.

The Arts Commisson accepts gpplications from the locd ats organizaions once each year. The
aoplication package requires a destription of the organizetion, it's higtory, satus and accomplishments,
aswdl as ddalls regarding the proposed use of the funds.

The Arts Commission undertakes an exhaudive review of the gpplications and gpplicant organizaions.
They frequently interview and otherwise interact with these organizetions.

As wdl, Arts Commisson members and Saff meke evary effort to observe or monitor the activities
funded through the grant avards
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Some organizations are extremdy smd| and virtudly run by valuntears. In those cases, the smdl grants
can represent the mgority of the organization’s resources. In other ingtances the organizetions may be
much larger and more sophisticated but the grant dlows a specid program for County resdents thet
would nat otherwise be provided. A good example of this is a contribution of $875 to the Colonia
Savices Board that would be used to provide art and enrichment dasses for hi-risk youth ages 7-13,
in the Goosdy-Rt. 238 corridor.

The contributions to Cdéxae Yorktown Committeg, the Ffe and Drums and the Jamestown-
Yorktown Foundation provide specid programs in the Yorktown. It should be noted that as
revitdization of the Village progresses, those programs are becoming increesingly important dementsin
the evalving faric of the County’ stourism activities

Current

The York County Arts Commisson has completed its review of FY 2002 funding requests from loca
ats organizations. $80,400 was requested by 30 arts organizations. However, for FY2002 atota of
$57,900 is avalable for the arts. $52,900 is locd funding in the gpproved County budget. Staff hes
received natification thet again this year York has been awarded the maximum $5,000 grant from the
Virginia Commisson for the Arts

The dtached chart specifies recommended grant amounts for eech organization and provides a brief
explandion of the adtivities to be funded. The Arts Commisson is recommending thet eech of thee
organizations recave funding in FY 2002.

Recommendation
| recommend adoption of Resolution RO1-119 to gpprove and didribute FY2002 County and State
funding to locd arts organizations
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Attachments
FY 2002 Grant Funding Recommendations
Resolution R01-119



